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The Honorable Michael Chertoff

Secretary

Naval Security Station

Nebraska and Massachusetts Avenues, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The September 11 Commission has criticized the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) grant
program for spreading money to thin instead of concentrating it on large cities, such as
Pittsburgh, where a terrorist attack is more likely to occur. With this in mind, we find it deeply
disturbing that metropolitan cities such as Pittsburgh received drastic cuts in funding this year
while less populated cities have received more funds.

Pittsburgh sits at the intersection of three major rivers which transport goods to the entire East
Coast of the country. It is also the home of several major chemical and nuclear energy
companies. Preventing terrorist activities in Southwestern Pennsylvania is of utmost importance.

This year, Pittsburgh is receiving $4.87 million in Urban Areas Security Initiative funds
compared to nearly double that in fiscal year 2005. With great respect for the necessity of
withholding classified information, please inform us if this reduction is due to the perception of a
decreased current threat, improved overall preparedness based on previous years’ investments, or
other factors.

It is our understanding that funding decisions were, at least in part, based upon the quality of
each applicant city’s spending plan. We find this to be extremely troublesome. If a city’s plan is
not adequate, but at a high level of risk, it is DHS’ s respounsibility to ensure the city has the
necessary resources to safeguard its citizens. It should work with the city to establish a proper
plan, not reduce its funding which jeopardizes it further.

We believe counter-terrorism funding ought to be based on risk-based assessments. Cities like
Pittsburgh deserve extra resources to defend critical infrastructure and protect a larger
population. It concerns us that decreased funding for the Pittsburgh metropolitan area,
particularly in the same vear the city will host the 2006 Major League Baseball All-Star Game, 1s
incongruous with the continued need to help urban areas train and manage their emergency
response human capital to prevent homeland security threats.
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We look forward to your response. Please accept our gratitude on your commitment to
protecting all Americans.

Sincerely,
Tim Murphy Melissa Hart

Member of Congress Member of Congress



