Important Information on the Federal Response to Hurricane Katrina

Courtesy: Department of Homeland Security, Department of Defense, FEMA
 

Latest Information from the National Guard
        Currently there are more than 13,000 National Guard members on state active duty in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. By tonight that number will to increase more than 20,000. And we will provide as many more as may be required

        Through Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) agreements, more than 320,000 National Guard soldiers, airmen, and their equipment from all states are available to support emergency operations.

        The National Guard is augmenting civilian law enforcement capacity, not acting in lieu of it.

        National Guard elements from nearly all states are providing or are positioned to provide additional assistance as required.

Latest News from the Department of Defense
        As directed by the Secretary of Defense and in accordance with the National Response Plan, U.S. Northern Command  (NORTHCOM) is supporting the FEMA disaster relief efforts. NORTHCOM, the lead Department of Defense (DOD) organization for Hurricane Katrina response, is moving and/or mobilizing resources to support FEMA’s response and recovery efforts.

        NORTHCOM established Joint Task Force (JTF) Katrina to act as the military’s on-scene command in support of FEMA. Lt. Gen. Russel Honore, commander of the First Army in Fort Gillem, Ga., is the JTF-Commander. JTF Katrina will be based out of Camp Shelby, Miss. 

        The Department of Defense will make available a fleet of approximately 50 helicopters to support FEMA's operations. Eight civilian swift water rescue teams have been transferred from California to assist with recovery operations. 

        DOD anticipates providing a 500-bed hospital and is considering deploying as many as 800 personnel to assist the American Red Cross with shelter support.

        DOD is moving to the area approximately eight ships to provide medical support, humanitarian relief, and transportation.

        DOD also anticipates moving the hospital ship USNS Comfort from Baltimore, Maryland to the Gulf region.  

        DOD is prepared to provide over 20 million pre-packaged Meals-Ready-To-Eat (MRE) to augment current food supplies

        U.S. Transportation Command is providing medical airlift support to transport approximately 2,500 patients from New Orleans International Airport to National Disaster Medical System federal coordinating centers.
        Joint Forces Command is providing Department of Defense leased property at Old England Airfield as an intermediate staging base to support hurricane response in the state of Louisiana.  This will serve as a staging point for National Guard personnel arriving from other states to support the Louisiana relief efforts.
        JTF-Civil Support (JTF-CS) is providing a joint planning augmentation cell to provide domestic chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or high-yield explosive (CBRNE) consequence management planning capabilities to JTF-Katrina.
        Defense Coordinating Officers (DCOs) and Defense Coordinating Elements (DCEs) in Clanton, Ala., Baton Rouge, La., Jackson, Miss., to liaison between U.S. Northern Command, FEMA and the Department of Defense.  (Tallahassee DCO redeployed)
        Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.; Naval Air Station Meridian, Miss.; Barksdale Air Force Base, La.; Alexandria, La.; and Ft. Polk, La.; as federal operational staging areas to expedite the movement of relief supplies and emergency personnel to affected areas.
        US Transportation Command flew eight swift water rescue teams from California to Lafayette, La. These California-based teams provide approximately 14 volunteer rescue personnel with vehicles and small rigid hulled boats who are highly trained and capable of rescuing stranded citizens from flooded areas.
        USS Bataan (LHD 5) and HSV Swift out of Naval Station Ingleside, Texas, sailed to the waters off Louisiana to provide support.  Currently, the four MH-53s and two HH-60s off the Bataan are flying medevac and search and rescue missions in Louisiana.  Bataan’s hospital may also be used for medical support.
        The Iwo Jima Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) is sailing from Norfolk, Va. loaded with disaster response equipment.  The (ESG) consists of USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7), USS Shreveport (LPD 12), USS Tortuga (LSD 46), and USNS Arctic (T-AOE 8). The ESG is expected to be operating off the Louisiana coast beginning Sept. 4.  
        The hospital ship, USNS Comfort (T-AH 20), is departing Baltimore to bring its invaluable medical assistance to the Gulf region.  The Comfort is expected to reach the area Sept. 8.
        There are plans to bring USS Grapple (ARS 53) to assist with maritime and underwater survey and salvage operations.
        Three Army Helicopters from III Corps in Fort Hood, Texas, are in Baton Rouge and two more are in Mississippi to assist with search and rescue and damage assessment.
        Five Air Force helicopters from the 920th Rescue Wing (RQW) at Patrick AFB, Fla., and the 347th RQW at Moody AFB, Ga., are in Mississippi for search and rescue missions.  These aircraft are capable of nighttime search and rescue and will also transport FEMA’s Rapid Needs Assessment teams to gather critical information for state and federal emergency managers.
        Standing Joint Forces Headquarters-North is providing an augmentation cell and its command and control vehicle to JTF-Katrina.
        USNORTHCOM’s Joint Operations Center is on 24-hour duty in Colorado Springs, Colo., to facilitate any additional requests for assistance that may come from FEMA representatives.  
Detailed Statistics from the Department of Defense
 

What is already there: 
As of September 1, 13,400 National Guard forces are in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi assisting recovery efforts; performing life saving, life sustaining missions.

 Alabama: 2,000 personnel

 Florida: 700personnel

 Louisiana: 5,700 personnel

 Mississippi: 5,000 personnel

 

Seventy-five Army National Guard Helicopters from numerous states across the nation are providing direct support to Louisiana (44) and Mississippi (31) recovery efforts. Three Installations are supporting FEMA as staging areas. 50 aircraft can operate out of each base:

 Maxwell AFB, Alabama

 Barksdale AFB, Louisiana

 Meridian NAS, Mississippi

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) teams deployed in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi. USACE is responsible for overall levee repair and New Orleans floodwater remediation.

 Assisting ice and water distribution

 Levee inspections and repairs

 Structural integrity and inspections.

 Temporary shelters

 Debris removal

 

Seven helicopters and 28 air crew members are supporting Search and Rescue and

transportation for FEMA

 14 passenger capacity in each H-60 helicopter, 20 passengers in H-46

 

Eight civilian Swift Water Rescue teams with six large vehicles and boats able to

transport 20 people each plus a crew of 14. A 500 bed field hospital at New Orleans International Airport Six million Meals Ready to Eat, 9 million pounds of ice, 200,000 cases of water. 

 

What is on the way:
National Guard contribution to the area is expected to increase to 20,000 by tonight.

Thirty-six helicopters medical evacuation, each with 4 person high-care capacity.

COMMANDO SOLO aircraft, which have wide-area broadcast capability, to provide AM, FM, HF, and TV communications support. Aerial reconnaissance for damage assessment – 24/7 coverage capability 800 personnel to assist the American Red Cross with shelter support USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) and dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41) are making preparations to get underway today for areas off the U.S. Gulf Coast in support of the FEMA relief operations.

 

Seven Ships, approximately 6,000 active duty personnel and approximately 15

helicopters are staged or en route to the gulf coast.

 Large Deck Amphibious Ship with five large helicopters and a landing craft in is in the vicinity of New Orleans, Louisiana; capability also includes 60 beds with nursing care; 300 beds with standard care.  2,000 Sailors + 1,000 beds, 6 additional helicopter spots

 

 High-Speed Support Vessel currently loading supplies in Ingleside, Texas. Carries 700 tons of supplies, 400 personnel spaces, operates at 40 knots.

 

 Logistics Service Support Ship carrying fuel, food, and other supplies on the east coast of Florida, to be on station off New Orleans as early as today. 200,000 gallons of fuel, 3,000 tons of stores and supplies.

 

 Three Amphibious Ships , including an additional large deck amphibious ship with medical and helicopter facilities and significant humanitarian assistance supplies was scheduled to depart yesterday and arrive 4 September. 6 landing craft embarked. 3,000 sailors +2,000 beds, 15 additional helicopter spots.

            

 Hospital Ship at Baltimore will depart 2 September and arrive 8 September. 1,000 bed facility, 800 medical personnel and crew.

 

FEMA requests for additional forces are in process or and expected to be filled shortly:

 1,200 additional active duty personnel

 11,00 National Guard personnel

 45 helicopters

 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS RESPONSE EFFORTS
334 USACE personnel are deployed in Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi.
600 USACE personnel are working on long-term recovery operations in Florida.
 

Alabama: Post disaster declaration funding $14.825 million.

 Regional Activation: $200,000

 Ice: $1 million

 Water: $1 million

 Debris Removal: $5 million

 Roofing: $3 million

 Temporary Housing: $3 million

 Logistics: $ 500,000

 Wilmington District prepared to support the Mobile District.

 

Florida: Jacksonville District has the lead for response in Florida. Team leader remains

embedded at the Florida Long-term Recovery Office supporting 2004 hurricane operations, and Jacksonville District representative to Florida State EOC to provide technical assistance.

 

Louisiana: Repair operations for the 17th Street Canal discontinued due to helicopter support being diverted for search and rescue operations. Scheduled to attempt repairs again on 9/1/05. The water levels between the lake and New Orleans is equalizing. Considering capping the end of the canal leading to levee with sheet piling as a course of action. FEMA Region IV issued Post Declaration missions totaling $62.93 million. New Orleans District is still working to account for 50% of their personnel.

 

Mississippi: Post disaster declaration funding $50.27 million.

 Regional Activation: $200,000

 Ice: $1 million

 Power: $1 million

 Debris Removal: $5 million

 Roofing: $3 million

 Temporary Housing: $3 million

 Logistics: $500, 000

 

USACE is developing a plan and timeline for construction of temporary shelters for up to

50,000 citizens. The Memphis District (MVM) has the lead response for Louisiana. The

Mississippi River is closed to traffic from Southwest Pass to Natchez, MS.

Latest Statistics and Information from Coast Guard
· Coast Guard helicopter rescue crews have rescued 1,225 people, and have completed 108 sorties, totaling more than 369 hours of flight time since post-Hurricane Katrina search and rescue operations began Monday. 

· Coast Guard air crews flying from Coast Guard Aviation Training Center Mobile, Ala., saved 379 people, and have completed 93 sorties, totaling more than 352 hours of flight time overnight. 

· The Intracoastal Waterway from Mobile to Carabelle, Fla., is open, and tug and barge traffic has resumed in the port of Mobile.  All other ports and waterways from Mobile to New Orleans remain closed.  The Port of Mobile is open to vessels with 12 feet of draft or less. 

· All channel markers and buoys in Pascagoula, Miss., Gulfport, Miss., and Bayou La Batre, Ala., are damaged, destroyed or in the wrong position. 

· Seven Coast Guard cutters and numerous small boats are patrolling the impacted areas of coastal Mississippi to conduct search and rescue, restore navigational aids, provide communications and provide law enforcement.  Six more cutters are en route to assist. 

· Numerous sheens on waterways, paint cans and propane bottles were spotted in Gulfport, Pascagoula, Mobile, Bayou La Batre, Biloxi, Miss., and Ocean Springs, Miss., by environment and hazardous material assessment teams. 

· Coast Guard Maritime Safety and Security Teams are patrolling the Gulf Coast, providing law enforcement and maritime security support. 

· Aircraft and crews from Mobile, Cape Cod, Mass., Miami , Clearwater, Fla., Atlantic City, N.J., Savannah, Ga., Corpus Christi, Texas, Barbers Point, Hawaii, and Elizabeth City, N.C., are involved in search and rescue operations around the clock. 

Latest News from FEMA
· More than 54,000 people are in 317 shelters. FEMA is working with a multi-state housing task force to address expected continued sheltering and eventual housing needs. More than 82,000 meals have been served in the impacted areas. 

· More than 1,700 trucks have been mobilized through federal, state and contract sources to supply ice, water and supplies. These supplies and equipment are being moved into the hardest hit areas as quickly as possible, especially water, ice, meals, medical supplies, and generators. It may, however, take several days for supplies and equipment to reach all victims because of damaged and closed roads and bridges. 

· Eighteen of FEMA’s Urban Search and Rescue task forces and two Incident Support Teams are working in Louisiana and Mississippi Eight swift water teams from California are also deployed making a total of 1,200 people conducting search and rescue missions. All 28 of FEMA’s teams are activated for response, with the balance staged, enroute or mobilized. 

· Fifty-one teams from the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) have been deployed, including five Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATs) that are supporting New Orleans medical facilities and hospitals not fully operational. These teams have truckloads of medical equipment and supplies with them and are trained to handle trauma, pediatrics, surgery and mental health problems. Additional teams are staged in Anniston, Ala.; Camp Shelby, Miss.; and Baton Rogue, La., and will move out as conditions permit. 

· NDMS has identified 2,600 hospital beds in a 12-state area around the affected area and is working with the U.S. Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs to move patients to these facilities. 

· USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service is providing food at shelters and mass feeding sites and issuing emergency food stamps, infant formula and food packages to households in need. 

· FEMA is coordinating logistics with the U.S. Department of Transportation and Louisiana National Guard in support of the ground evacuation of refugees sheltered at the Superdome in New Orleans to the Houston Astrodome in Harris County, Texas. 

· A team of 66 transportation experts is supporting state and local officials in the damage assessment of highways, railroads, airports, transit systems, ports and pipelines. The Department of Transportation is supporting detour planning and critical transportation system repairs. 

Latest News from the Environmental Protection Agency
        The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has temporarily waived standards for gasoline and diesel fuels in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida under the Clean Air Act. Waivers have also been sent to the Governors of the 46 remaining states and territories providing temporary relief from volatility and sulfur standards.

        These waivers will ensure that fuel is available throughout the country to address public health issues and emergency vehicle supply needs. They will be effective through September 15 and only apply to volatility standards - the rate at which fuel evaporates - and the amount of sulfur in fuel.

        EPA emergency and response personnel are helping assess the damage and prepare to support cleanup in Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana. Teams are traveling to affected areas and conducting aerial assessments.

Latest News from the Department of Health and Human Services
        Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Mike Leavitt declared a public health emergency for Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, and Alabama. This action allows the Department to waive certain Medicare, Medicaid, State Child Health Insurance Program, and HIPAA requirements as well as make grants and enter into contracts more expeditiously during this emergency.

        HHS is establishing a network of up to 40 medical shelters, staffed by 4,000 medical personnel and with the collective capacity of 10,000 beds. The first shelters are in place in Baton Rouge and currently treating patients. More shelters will be opened within hours.

        HHS identified 2,600 beds in hospitals in the immediate area and 40,000 beds nationwide should they be needed.

        HHS continues to ship pallets of basic first aid materials and supplies to the area, and the Centers for Disease Control and Food and Drug Administration are assembling public health teams.

Latest News from the Department of Energy
        Department of Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman has authorized the release of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.

Latest News from the Department of Transportation
        The Department of Transportation (DOT) is working closely with state and local authorities, federal partners, and private sector transportation service providers to assess damage to transportation infrastructure and assist in immediate recovery efforts.

        To date, DOT has shipped 13.4 million liters of water, 10,000 tarps, 3.4 million pounds of ice, and 144 generators among other essential supplies to affected areas.

        DOT has also deployed teams from the Federal Highway Administration, Federal Aviation Administration and Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to help clear roads and inspect bridges, establish communications and increase operations at major airports, and to move generators to pipeline pumping stations to restore the flow of petroleum products to the southeast.

Latest News from the Department of Agriculture
        The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is sending experienced emergency response personnel to assist in incident response coordination. To date, the Forest Service has assigned 13 management and logistical teams and 35 crews of 20 people each to the affected areas and host communities. These resources are intended to assist in setting up logistics staging areas, the distribution of food products, and debris removal. 

        USDA's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is providing food at shelters and mass feeding sites, issuing emergency food stamps and infant formula, and distributing food packages directly to needy households.  80,000 pounds of USDA-donated commodities which consist of mixed meats, cheese, peanut butter, and pudding, arrived in Baton Rouge, La. today. Additionally, four trucks of baby food products were ordered for immediate shipment. One truck of infant formula will arrive in Baton Rouge today. The other three trucks of baby food products are on the way.

        FNS will provide waivers to food stamp recipients to enable them to use funds to purchase hot meals and will be expediting deliver of September benefits. Two truckloads of commodities have been dispatched to New Orleans with more to follow as requested.

        USDA Rural Development will provide a six-month moratorium on payments for 50,000 low-income residents in the affected areas. USDA will also be taking an inventory of vacant USDA housing to help accommodate displaced residents.

Latest News from the Department of Labor
        The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) continues to coordinate with the interagency community in providing support as outlined in the National Response Plan.

        OSHA Region VI has deployed its eight member Emergency Response Team to Baton Rouge to assess the situation and provide technical assistance to recovery workers and utility employers engaged in power restoration. 

        In addition, OSHA is contacting major power companies in the affected areas to provide safety briefings to employees at power restoration staging areas. 

        OSHA is releasing public service announcements to inform workers about hazards related to restoration and cleanup. 

        OSHA has identified all Lowes and Home Depot stores in Louisiana and will be distributing safety and health fact sheets and materials to these locations. 

Latest News from the Department of State
        The Department of State advises concerned family members of foreign nationals residing or traveling in areas affected by Hurricane Katrina to try to reach their family members by phone, email, or other available means.

        If family member cannot be reached, the State Department recommends they contact their embassy in Washington, D.C. for assistance. Reports from the region indicate that some phone lines are working but experiencing heavy call volume, so family members are encouraged to keep trying if lines are busy.

Latest News from the Department of Treasury
        The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced special relief for taxpayers in the Presidential Disaster Areas struck by the hurricane. These taxpayers generally will have until October 31 to file tax returns and submit tax payments. The IRS will stop interest and any late filing or late payment penalties that would otherwise apply. This relief includes the September 15 due date for estimated taxes and for calendar-year corporate returns with automatic extensions. 

Latest News from the Small Business Administration
        The Small Business Administration (SBA) will position loan officers in federal and state disaster recovery centers. SBA is also prepared to provide help in other states in the eastern half of the country where the storm may also lead to disaster area declarations. 
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