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March 03, 2026

The Honorable Greg Murphy

U.S. House of Representatives

407 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

As a member of the North Carolina Senate representing this region, | strongly support Jones
County’s request for $7,000,000 in Community Project Funding for the Emergency Shelter &
Community Wellness Center.

Eastern North Carolina continues to face heightened vulnerability to hurricanes and severe
weather events. Jones County’s lack of a hardened Category 3-5 capable shelter creates serious
public safety challenges during disaster declarations.

This project reflects strong fiscal responsibility, with $1.5 million secured through a state-
directed appropriation from the State Capital and Infrastructure Fund, made possible by the
direct support of Representative Humphrey and me. Additionally, the County has invested nearly
half a million dollars to acquire suitable land for the facility. The proposed facility will enhance
disaster resilience, protect vulnerable populations, and improve long-term health outcomes
through integrated recreation and senior services programming.

I respectfully urge your favorable consideration of this important investment.

Sincerely,

pudont

Senator Brent Jackson
North Carolina Senate






HANBURY

March 5, 2026

The Honorable Greg Murphy, M.D.
United States House of Representatives
407 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Murphy:

On behalf of Hanbury, | am pleased to offer our strong support for Jones County’s request
for federal funding to construct the Jones County Emergency Shelter and Community
Wellness Center.

Hanbury was recently selected through a competitive Request for Qualifications (RFQ)
process as the most qualified architectural and engineering firm to assist Jones County
with the planning and design of this important facility. Our team is honored to partner with
the County on a project that will provide both life-saving emergency shelter capacity and
year-round health, recreation, and wellness resources for residents.

Jones County has been actively working toward this project for some time. Through early
planning efforts and community engagement activities, County leadership has
demonstrated a strong commitment to ensuring the facility reflects the needs and priorities
of local residents. Hanbury has been pleased to participate in these efforts by helping
facilitate conversations that have helped shape a vision for a facility that will serve
residents not only during emergencies but also as a daily resource for health, recreation,
and community programming.

Based on the planning work completed to date and the County’s strong preparation, design
and engineering can begin promptly upon appropriation, positioning the project to move
efficiently into construction and implementation.

As aresident of Jones County, | am particularly proud to support a project that will provide
lasting benefits to the community my family and neighbors call home. Hanbury is proud to
support Jones County and stands ready to assist in delivering a facility that will serve
residents for decades to come.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request.
Sincerely,

R. David Cole, AIA

TREK



Re: Support for Jones County Wellness and Emergency Shelter Project

On behalf of the New River YMCA, I am writing to express our strong support for federal
investment in the proposed Jones County Wellness and Emergency Shelter Project
in Jones County.

Jones County currently has no facility capable of withstanding storms above a Category
2 hurricane. As a result, during major storm events, residents are forced to evacuate
outside of the county to seek safety. This reality places an undue burden on families,
seniors, and vulnerable populations, and strains neighboring communities during times
of regional crisis.

This project would construct a Category 3-5 hurricane-resistant emergency
shelter, establishing the County’s first permanent, in-county disaster resiliency hub.
This investment would significantly enhance public safety, reduce evacuation pressures,
and strengthen long-term disaster preparedness in one of North Carolina’s rural
communities.

Importantly, the proposed facility would serve a dual purpose. Outside of emergency

events, the building would operate year-round as a Recreation and Wellness Center in
partnership with the New River YMCA. This model ensures responsible stewardship of
federal resources by maximizing utilization of the facility for community benefit every
day of the year.

In its daily function, the center would:

Expand access to preventive health and wellness services

e Provide structured youth development programming
e Support senior health and fall prevention initiatives
e Reduce rural health disparities

e Strengthen overall community resilience

NEW RIVER YMCA WWw.newriverymca.org
1940 Gum Branch Road
Jacksonville, NC 28546



During times of disaster, it would:

e Serve as a hardened emergency shelter for residents
e Provide a centralized coordination point for relief efforts
e Offer critical services to vulnerable populations

e Reduce the need for out-of-county evacuation

As a nonprofit organization with a long-standing history of managing community
wellness facilities and delivering youth programming throughout Onslow County and the
surrounding region, the New River YMCA stands ready to provide operational expertise,
programming leadership, and community engagement support for this project.

This proposal represents more than a building — it is a strategic investment in rural
resiliency, public safety, and long-term community health. It aligns with federal priorities
related to disaster preparedness, rural infrastructure, public health, and equitable access
to community resources.

We respectfully urge your support for funding and advancing this critical initiative. We
appreciate your leadership and commitment to strengthening rural communities across
North Carolina.

Thank you for your consideration and continued service.
Sincerely,

Charlie Myers, President & CEO
New River YMCA

910-548-0290
charlie.myers@newriverymca.org

NEW RIVER YMCA WWw.newriverymca.org
1940 Gum Branch Road
Jacksonville, NC 28546
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YMCA COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP PROPOSAL

Jones County, North Carolina
County-Owned Health & Wellness Center

Vision
Develop a centrally located, year-round health and wellness center owned by Jones County and professionally managed by
the YMCA to strengthen families, improve community health, and provide sustainable recreation access for all residents.

Community Need

« Rural county of approximately 9,400 residents

« Median age near 48 years — aging population

« Limited indoor recreation infrastructure

« Residents traveling outside county for fitness and youth programming

Partnership Structure

Jones County: Owns facility, funds construction, sets access expectations, maintains oversight.
YMCA: Manages operations, hires staff, delivers programming, provides financial assistance, ensures accountability.

Facility Concept (15,000-25,000 sq ft)

« Fitness center and group exercise studio

* Gymnasium (1-2 courts)

* Indoor walking track

* Multipurpose community rooms

« Child watch area

« Future expansion option: therapy or warm-water pool

Estimated Capital Range

$8 Million — $12 Million
Based on comparable rural facilities sized 15,000-25,000 sq ft. Final cost dependent upon site conditions, design scope,
construction market conditions, and inclusion of specialty spaces such as aquatics.

Rural Partnership Example

Atchison, Kansas YMCA Expansion: A rural community invested approximately $11.5 million to expand and modernize a
30,000 sq ft YMCA facility, increasing membership, creating local jobs, and establishing a long-term community wellness
anchor.

The County Owns the Asset. The YMCA Operates It. The Community Benefits.






























COMFORT RURAL VOLUNTEER FIRE and EMS DEPARTMENT
4255 Highway 41 West
Trenton, NC 28585
910-324-4008
comfortvfd001@yahoo.com
EST. 1956

March 5, 2026
To Whom It May Concern:

I’m writing to express my strong support for Jones County’s request for federal funding
to develop an Emergency Shelter and Community Wellness Center that will serve residents
during disasters and public emergencies.

Comfort Volunteer Fire Department supports the creation of a dedicated shelter facility
that residents can rely on during severe weather and other emergencies. Having a safe,
dependable place to go, especially for our most vulnerable neighbors, strengthens the county’s
ability to protect people when conditions deteriorate quickly.

Volunteer fire departments are often among the first on scene during storms and
community emergencies. A designated shelter will improve coordination across emergency
services, help streamline response efforts, and ensure residents have a secure location when
disaster strikes.

We fully support this request and appreciate the continued efforts to strengthen
emergency preparedness and community resilience in Jones County.

Sincerely

Matthew Berg — Assistant Chief and Treasurer
Comfort Volunteer Fire Department Board
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