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Parents for Care support HR 2646 in its entirety. Too often, families are legally blocked from 

seeking care for their children with psychotic illnesses. In the 50 plus years since the Community 

Mental Health Act in 1963, dictating that mental patients be kept in the least restrictive 

environment, our country has become overwhelmed by the problems of homelessness and mass 

incarceration for non-violent offenses. The least restrictive environment is not the street, and the 

most restrictive is prison; despite these two truths, we've continued following blatantly erroneous 

policies, many of which deny payments for services, further limiting access to care, to the 

detriment of five whole generations who have lost their lives entirely to the specter of mental 

illness via jail, homelessness, suicide and despair. 

 

It's time to call it quits on this very public, failed experiment called community care: a full 40% 

of those with serious mental illness receive no care at all. It's time to admit our errors and say 

enough is enough. Living in the street is not a lifestyle choice. A homeless camp is not a 

"community system," and both are a direct result of deinstitutionalization and disconnected or 

non-existent community systems of care.  

 

It's time to admit, fully, that the spectrum of these diseases can be debilitating enough to require 

custodial care, producing grave and progressive disabilities and early death rates for its victims. 

 

It's time to admit that many seriously mentally ill do not and cannot recover, and that our moral 

obligation is to care for them humanely and compassionately in an environment that supports the 

possibilities of recovery, such as hospitals and housing; it's a truth of any city in the world that 

being homeless or jailed is not a supportive environment.  

 

It's time to admit that treatment works and that failure to treat these illnesses causes great 

detriment, to both the person and society. 

 

We must stop the tide of the seriously mentally ill becoming homeless or incarcerated, where 

they are horribly mistreated and will never get proper treatment or renewed health. We must put 

real reform into a system that everyone admits is fragmented at best, broken at worst, and which 

turns away patients who most require help and services. We must restore compassionate 

treatment, including longer term solutions and inpatient care, so that every person stricken with a 

psychotic illness has the same hope for health as a person stricken with cancer or heart disease. 

These hopes can be realized with the passage of HR 2646 The Helping Families in Mental 

Health Crisis Act. 

 


